IVADAS

DARBO AKTUALUMAS.

Antrojo ir treciojo tikstantmeciy sandiiroje Europoje galima priskaiciuoti dau-
giau kaip Simta tautiniy ar etniniy mazumy - per Simta milijony gyventojy. Istorijo-
je netruksta pavyzdziy, kai Sios didziulés gyventojy grupés tapdavo jtampos zidi-
niai valstybés viduje ar sukeldavo tarpvalstybinius konfliktus, jei nepavykdavo
iSspresti joms aktualiy problemy.

Kiekviena tautiné mazuma yra suinteresuota savo egzistencija, todél, ateities
perspektyvas siedama su augancigja karta, stengiasi jai perduoti per amzius su-
kaupta patyrima - iSmokyti gimtosios kalbos, tikéjimo tiesy, suteikti Ziniy apie
tautos praeitj, jos tradicijas. Siuos uzdavinius jgyvendinti imasi mokykla, praplés-
dama Seimoje jgytas Zinias ir puoselédama tévy iskiepytas vertybes. Taigi tautiniy
mazumy atzvilgiu $vietimas - viena aktualiausiy valstybés politikos sric¢iy.

Beje, iki $iol nesama vieningos savokos “tautiné mazuma” sampratos, todél
skirtingose Salyse ji traktuojama nevienodai. Europos Tarybos Parlamento doku-
mentuose tautinémis mazumomis laikomos ”<...> atskiros grupés, aiskiai apibréz-
tos ir jsitvirtinusios valstybés teritorijoje, kuriy nariai yra tos valstybés pilieciai ir
turi tam tikrus religinius, kalbinius, kultarinius ir kitokius ypatumus, kurie juos
skiria nuo valstybés gyventojy daugumos” (Lietuvos rytai. - V., 1993. - P. 304).

Tautiniy mazumy teisés, i$ kuriy viena svarbiausiy yra teisé¢ mokytis gimtaja kal-
ba, nuolat yra Jungtiniy Tauty Organizacijos ir Europos Tarybos démesio centre.
1991 m. kovo 4 d. pasirasytos Europos Zmogaus teisiy ir tautiniy mazumy apsaugos
konvencijos 9 straipsnis skelbia, kad valstybinése mokyklose, kuriose mokosi dide-
lis procentas tautinéms mazumoms priklausanciy vaiky, turéty buti mokoma jy gim-
tosios kalbos, pagal galimybes gimtaja kalba organizuojant visa mokyma arba jo
dalj. Jei dél kokiy nors priezasciy to padaryti nepavykty, pageidaujantiems mokslei-
viams turi biiti leidZiama lankyti privacias mokyklas. Siuo atveju valstybé turi teise
reikalauti, kad jose buty mokoma oficialiosios kalbos arba keliy oficialiyjy kalby
(Hillguber Ch. Jestaedt M. The European Convention on Human Rights and the
Protection of National Minorities . - Koln, 1994. - P. 107).

Tautiniy mazumy $vietimo problemos aktualios visoms Ryty ir Centrinés Eu-
ropos Salims, kuriose per pastaraji desimtmetj ivyko nemazy politiniy pokyciy,
taigi - ir Lietuvai. Dar prie§s 1990 m. kovo 11 d. nepriklausomybés atkiirimo Akta
buvo priimtas tautiniy mazumy istatymas, pripazings juy teise kurti religines, kulta-
rines organizacijas ir Svietimo istaigas. 1991 m. priimtas Lietuvos Respublikos
Svietimo jstatymas sukonkretino mazumy teises Svietimo srityje (Lietuvos Res-
publikos Auksciausiosios Tarybos ir Vyriausybés zinios. - 1991. - Nr. 23-593).



Pastaruoju metu visoje Europoje imta aktyviau dométis tautiniy mazumy Svie-
timo problemomis. Natiiralu, kad norint iSspresti nidienos problemas, tenka rem-
tis anksciau sukauptu patyrimu. Todél tautiniy mazumy mokykly veikla tarpuka-
rio laikotarpiu domina, kiek teko patirti, ir Lenkijos, Latvijos, Vokietijos, Izraelio
bei kity Saliy tyrinétojus.

Tarpukario metais Lietuva buvo viena is ty Saliy, kuriose veiké nemazai kity
tauty mokykly, todél per du nepriklausomybés desimtmecius susiformavo tam tik-
ros tautiniy mazumy Svietimo tradicijos. Tenka pripazinti, jog Si tema miisuose
néra susilaukusi reikiamo démesio. Galima biity iSvardinti daugelj tyrinétojy dar-
by, kuriuose jvairiais aspektais nagrinéjama svietimo biklé Lietuvoje 1918-1940 m.,
taciau apie tautiniy mazumy mokyklas i$ viso neuzsimenama, arba tam skiriama
vos keletas sakiniy. Prie tokiy priskirc¢iau Jono Lauziko disertacija (1955), Magde-
lenos Karciauskienés (1990), Teresés Bukauskienés (1995), Onos Tijunélienés
(1996), Kestucio Peckaus (1992), Remigijaus Motuzo (1995) bei kai kuriuos kitus
darbus, Vidimanto Raudzio disertacija ( 1998).

Kiek placiau apie tautiniy mazumy mokyklas raSoma istoriko Sauliaus Kaub-
rio disertacijoje (1989), pateikiamas tautiniy mazumy pradzios mokykly skaicius
bendrame visy mokykly kontekste, taciau iSsamiau jomis nesidomeéjo ir pagrindi-
nis démesys ir ¢ia sutelkiamas lietuvisSkoms mokykloms.

Kiek iSsamesnj vaizda apie to laikotarpio kai kuriy mazumy mokykly veikla
galima susidaryti iS straipsniy periodingje spaudoje, vieno kito skyriaus ar posky-
rio platesnio pobiidzio darbuose. Apie Zydy mokyklas "Tévynés Sviesoje” yra ra-
Ses Grigorijus Smoliakovas (1989). Istorikas Solomonas Atamukas, apzvelgda-
mas Lietuvos Zydy istorija, jvertina ir Zydy mokykly padéti nepriklausomoje Lie-
tuvoje (1990, 1998). Zydy tautinés mazumos $vietimo situacija tarpukario Lietu-
voje bendrais bruozais apzvelgiama keliy autoriy straipsniuose, mokslinés konfe-
rencijos "Lietuvos Zydy Svietimas ir kulttira iki Katastrofos” medziagoje (1991).
Izraelio istorikas prof. Dovas Levinas spaudai rengiamoje knygoje apie Lietuvos
zydy istorija taip pat keleta puslapiy skiria minétojo laikotarpio Zydy mokykloms.
Panasaus pobudzio darby Izraelyje esama ir daugiau, taciau dél kalbos barjero jie
mums sunkiai prieinami.

Pastaruoju metu apie Zydy mokykly tinkla kai kuriy Ziniy yra paskelbusi Sada
Petruziené (1997).

Vokieciy tautinés mazumos mokykly biiklé i§ dalies yra aptarta kai kuriy Vo-
kietijos mokslininky darbuose. Kaip galima spresti i§ Harry Stossun straipsnio
(1992), tokiy darby yra keletas. Apie Lietuvos vokieciy §vietimo problemas nema-
Zai rasé tuometiniai Lietuvos mokytojai vokieciai, véliau repatrijave i Vokietija,
tad nenuostabu, kad jy darbuose vyrauja subjektyvus pozitris.

Tautiniy mazumy Svietimo problema Lietuvos politikams tapo aktuali daugiau



nei pries astuonis deSimtmecius, kuomet siekta jtvirtinti Lietuvos valstybinguma.
Ir nors ne viska jiems, miisy manymu, pavyko iSspresti nepriekaistingai, to meto
patirtis yra labai naudinga. Numatant niidienos Lietuvos §vietimo reformos gaires,
taip pat buvo stengtasi atsizvelgti i to laikotarpio praktika.

Kol kas neturime né vieno darbo, kuriame biity apibendrinta valstybés institu-
cijy ankstesné patirtis Sioje srityje, iSsamiai iSanalizuota visy tarpukario Lietuvos
tautiniy mazumy mokykly raida, jy veiklos reglamentavimas, ugdymo ypatumai.
Taigi darbo tema yra iSties aktuali: Sis darbas turéty pasitarnauti ir valstybés svie-
timo strategams, ir tautiniy mazumy atstovams.

Rasant §j darbg placiai naudotasi ligsiol mazai tyrinéta to laikotarpio archyvy
medziaga, saugoma Lietuvos valstybés archyvo fonduose, stengtasi iSsamiai ir pa-
tikimai nuSviesti kiekvienos tautinés mazumos bendrojo lavinimo mokykly tinkla,
ju ypatumus, valstybés politikos tautiniy mazumy Svietimo atzvilgiu bendruosius
principus. Darbe ne tik iSvardijamos visos tarpukario Lietuvos tautiniy mazumy
gimnazijos bei progimnazijos, nurodomos jy jsteigimo ir uzdarymo datos, bet ir
meéginama issiaiskinti uzdarymo aplinkybes bei priezastis.

Tyrimo objektas - tautiniy mazumy bendrojo lavinimo mokykla Lietuvoje
1918-1940 metais (be Vilniaus ir Klaipédos krasto - dél siy regiony specifikos i jy
Svietimo biikle tiriamuoju laikotarpiu nebus gilinamasi).

Darbo tikslas - iSanalizuoti tautiniy mazumy mokykly raidos tendencijas bei
ju ypatumus Lietuvoje (be Klaipédos ir Vilniaus krasto) 1918-1940 m.

Sis tikslas konkretinamas tokiais uzdaviniais:

1. issiaiskinti veiksnius, turéjusius jtakos Lietuvos valstybés politikai tautiniy
mazumy bendrojo lavinimo mokykly atzvilgiu;

2. iSanalizuoti tautiniy mazumy mokykly veiklos reglamentavima oficialiuo-
se valstybés dokumentuose - konstitucijose, §vietimo jstatymuose, Svieti-
mo ministerijos aplinkrasciuose;

3. aptarti tautiniy mazumy mokykly - pradzios, progimnazijy bei gimnazijy -
bendrasias raidos tendencijas, tinklo pokycius bei jy priezastis, aptarti mo-
kykly finansavimo Saltinius, jy materialing bukle;

4. issiaiskinti valstybés institucijy ir tautiniy mazumy oficialias nuostatas bei
ju skirtumus svarbiausiais tautiniy mazumy svietimo klausimais;

5. aptarti tautiniy mazumy (Zydy, lenky, vokieciy, rusy, latviy ir baltarusiy,
nes kity tauty mokykly nebuvo) mokykly ypatumus, bendrais bruozais ap-
zvelgti jy ugdymo proceso vertinimus.

TYRIMO BAZE IR PROCEDUROS.
Sio darbo pagrindas - Lietuvos valstybés archyvo medziaga. Pirmiausia perziii-
rétas Lietuvos Respublikos Svietimo ministerijos fondas (F. 391). Siame fonde sau-
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gomas Pradzios mokslo departamento (apyrasas 3 (toliau - Ap. 3) bylos, kurias suda-
ro apskri¢iy pradzios mokykly inspektoriy pranesimai, departamento statistinés su-
vestinés, jsakymai ir kt. Si medziaga atspindi pradzios mokykly veikla. Vidurinio
mokslo departamento (Ap. 2) dokumentai supazindina su tautiniy mazumy progim-
nazijy ir gimnazijy veikla. Bylose saugomos kasmetinés mokykly veiklos apyskai-
tos, mokykly susirasinéjimo su departamentu medziaga - pranesimai, praSymai, skun-
dai, pedagogy tarybos posédziy protokoly istraukos, departamento jsakymai ir kt.
Dalis medziagos, pvz., tautiniy mazumy draugijy memorandumai, Vidaus reikaly
ministerijos pranesimai Svietimo ministerijai dél mazumy mokykly, pateko j Svieti-
mo ministerijos kanceliarija (Ap. 8) bei kitus ministerijos padalinius.

Medziagos apie zZydy mokyklas pavyko aptikti Zydy reikaly ministerijos fonde
(F.1129), kuriame saugomi tuometinés ministerijos surinkti duomenys apie mo-
kyklas. Apmaudu jog nemazai dokumenty, rasyty hebrajy kalba, taip ir liko nesu-
prantami. Siuo poziiiriu prieinamesné medziaga saugoma Zydy $vietimo ir kulti-
ros draugijos "Tarbut” Lietuvoje Centro Komiteto fonde (F. 552).

Rasant apie lenky mokyklas teko perzituréti Lenky kultaros ir Svietimo draugi-
jos ”Pochodnia” fondo (F. 1169), Lietuvos Respublikos lenky draugijy ir kluby
(F. 1654), Ukmergés lenky privatinés gimnazijos (F. 1693) medziaga - posédziy
protokolus, mokiniy sarasus, pranesimus ir kt.

Papildomy duomeny apie latviy mokyklas pavyko rasti Zeimelio latviy $vieti-
mo draugijos valdybos (F. 949), Lietuvos latviy susivienijimo draugijos Kretingos
apskrities Bitingés skyriaus valdybos (F. 946) fonduose.

Apie baltarusiy ir rusy mokyklas esama fragmentiniy Ziniy Lietuvos baltarusiy
veikimo centro (F. 1091), Kauno mokytojy draugijos rusy mokykloms laikyti (F. 1157)
bei kituose fonduose. Taciau Siame darbe dél vietos stokos pasinaudota tik nedidele
ju dalimi. Bendras siam darbui perziaréty archyvo byly skaicius siekia 800.

Renkant statistinius duomenis apie mokyklas, nemazai vertingos medziagos
aptikta tuometiniuose Svietimo ministerijos leidiniuose - ”Svietimo darbe”, ”Svie-
timo ministerijos Ziniose”, "Tautos mokykloje”; valstybiniuose dokumenty rinki-
niuose - ”Steigiamojo seimo darbuose”, ”Seimo stenogramose”, ”Vyriausybés zi-
niose”, kituose leidiniuose. VarSuvoje leistame Zurnale ”Sprawy narodowoscio-
we” buvo pateikiama statistiniy duomeny apie lenky mokyklas.

Rasant §j darbg placiausiai taikytas archyvy medziagos ir publikuoty pirminiy
Saltiniy (iskaitant statisting medziaga) analizés metodas. Mokslo, mokslo populia-
rinimo ir informacinés literattros analizés metodas Siuo atveju ne itin tiko nes to-
kio pobuidzio literatiiros nagrinéjamaja tema néra daug. Dél tos pacios priezasties
retai taikytas ir metaanalizés metodas. Isigilinti { nagrinéjamas problemas padéjo ir
pokalbiai su to meto tautiniy mazumy mokykly pedagogais bei moksleiviais, ta-
¢iau pokalbiy medziaga tiesiogiai disertacijoje neatsispindi.
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TYRIMO ETAPAL

Pirmajame etape, iSkélus tyrimo problema, numacius jo tiksla ir uzdavinius,
imta studijuoti moksling, mokslo populiarinamaja ir informacing literatiira apie
tautiniy mazumy mokyklas. Kalbétasi Siuo klausimu su amzininkais.

Antajame etape imta gilintis i pirminius Saltinius - to laikotarpio istatymus,
Seimo stenogramas, zurnalus, laikras¢ius, mokymo planus ir programas, amzinin-
ky atsiminimus.

Treciasis etapas - sukauptos literatiiros pasirinktaja tema ir pirminiy Saltiniy
analizés etapas.

Tyrimo teorinis ir praktinis reikSmingumas.

Disertacijoje stengtasi atskleisti tautiniy mazumy mokykly ypatumus ir jy vaid-
menj bendrame tarpukario Lietuvos mokykly tinkle.

Tyrimo rezultaty teorinj reikSminguma sudaro Sie ginamieji teiginiai:

- tautiniy mazumy mokyklos tarpukario Lietuvoje sudaré zZymia visy ben-
drojo lavinimo mokykly dalj, o kai kurios tautinés mazumos procentine
iSraiSka turéjo daugiau mokykly nei lietuviai,

- nors tautiniy mazumy mokyklos veiké pagal bendrus Svietimo jstatymus,
atskiri straipsniai ir specialiis Svietimo ministerijos aplinkras¢iai reglamen-
tavo jy veikla;

- pradzios mokyklas, atitinkancias nustatytus kriterijus, islaiké valstybé, o
progimnazijos ir gimnazijos buvo privacios; joms valstybé teiké finansing
parama, proporcingg tos tautinés mazumos dydziui;

- tautiniy mazumy mokyklose lietuviy kalbai - kaip valstybinei kalbai - teko
isskirtinis démesys;

- lietuviy vaikams stengtasi uzdrausti mokytis tautiniy mazumy mokyklose;

- kitatauciy vaikus siekta ugdyti lojaliais Lietuvos pilieciais.

Isvardintieji teiginiai bendrais bruozais atspindi tarpukario Lietuvos vyriausy-
bés Svietimo politika tautiniy mazumy atzvilgiu, atskleidzia pagrindinius tautiniy
mazumy mokykly veiklos organizavimo principus.

Tyrimo rezultatai leidzia susidaryti iSsamesnij tarpukario Lietuvos (1918-
1940 m.) Svietimo istorijos vaizda, atspindi tautiniy mazumy mokykly tinklo rai-
dos tendencijas bei padeda issiaiskinti jas 1émusias priezastis, atskleidZia ugdymo
turinio ypatumus. Praktinis darbo reikSmingumas pasireiskia tuo, jog jis galéty
pasitarnauti aukstosiose mokyklose déstant Pedagogikos istorijos kursa biisimiems
mokytojams. Tyrimo rezultatai galéty biti taikomi rengiant specialyji kursa, nag-
rinéjantj tautiniy mazumy Svietimo ypatumus. Sukaupta medziaga praversty ben-
drojo lavinimo (ypac tautiniy mazumy) mokyklose mokant istorijos, per fakultaty-
vinius uzsiémimus. Disertacijoje analizuoty klausimy nusvietimas galéty pasitar-
nauti ir sprendziant dabar iskilusias tautiniy mazumy Svietimo problemas.



REZULTATU APROBAVIMAS IR IDIEGIMAS.

Atlikto darbo tema perskaityti pranesimai tarptautinése konferencijose: "Lietu-
vos zydy Svietimas ir kultiira iki katastrofos” (Vilnius, 1991); Etniceskaja istorija i
kultura Sovetskoj strany” (Omsk, 1991); "Istorijos mokytojai ir jy praktinis rengi-
mas aukstojoje mokykloje” (Vilnius, 1998). Skaityti pranesimai IX pasaulio lietu-
viy mokslo ir kiirybos simpoziume (Vilnius, 1995) ir Pasaulio lituanisty bendrijos
mokslinéje konferencijoje (Vilnius, 1999).

Autoriaus publikacijos disertacijos darbo tema:

1.

Setkus B. Tautiniy mazumy mokykly veiklos reglamentavimas Lietuvos
respublikos Svietimo jstatymuose 1919-1940 metais // Pedagogika. T. 33. -
V., 1997. - P. 170-184.

. Setkus B. Zydy tautinés autonomijos reiksmé plétojant Zydy $vietimg tar-

pukario Lietuvoje // Istorija. T. 37. - 1998. - P. 46-50.

. Setkus B. Skoly nacionalnych mensinstv v Litve 1918-1940 // Etniceskaja

istorija i kultura narodov Sovetskoj Strany. Vsesojuznaja naucnaja konfe-
rencija molodych ucionych. - Omsk, 1991. - S. 181-182.

. Setkus B. Uzsienio #ydy parama Lietuvos zZydy mokykloms 1918-1940 //

Mokslinés konferencijos "Lietuvos Zydy Svietimas ir kulttira iki katastro-
fos” medziaga. - V.: Lituanus, 1991. - P. 123-131.

. Setkus B. Lietuvos vyriausybés poziiris j lenky tautinés mazumos mokyk-

las Lietuvoje 1919-1940 m. // Lietuvos Rytai. - V.: Valstybinis leidybos
centras, 1993. - P. 207-227.

. Setkus B. Raseiniy zydy gimnazija // Aitvarai. T. 4. - V.: Mokslo ir enciklo-

pediju leidykla, 1994. - P. 46-48.

. Setkus B. Tautiniy mazumy veiklos reglamentavimas Lietuvos Respubli-

koje (1919-1940 m.) // IX pasaulio lietuviy mokslo ir kiirybos simpoziumo
tezés. - V., 1995. - P. 448.

. Setkus B. Istorija ir istorijos mokytojo vaidmuo tarpukario Lietuvoje tauti-

niy mazumy mokyklose // Tarptautinés konferencijos "Istorijos mokytojai
ir jy praktinis rengimas aukstojoje mokykloje” medziaga. - V. - 1998. -
P. 25-30.

Su atliekamo tyrimo rezultatais per istorijos didaktikos paskaitas ir seminarus
nuolat buvo supazindinami VPU Istorijos fakulteto studentai.

DISERTACIJOS STRUKTURA.
Darba sudaro ivadas, 7 skyriai, iSvados ir literatiros sgrasas. Patogumo déliai
cituojamy $altiniy nuorodos pateikiamos po kiekvieno skyriaus.



TRUMPAS DISERTACIJOS TURINYS

1. TAUTINIY MAZ UMU MOKYKLU VEIKLOS
REGLAMENTAVIMAS 1918-1940 METAIS
1.1. TAUTINIU MAZUMU SVIETIMO POLITIKOS FORMAVIMOSI
ISTORINES APLINKYBES
Po Pirmojo pasaulinio karo Lietuvos vyriausybés vykdyta tautiniy mazumy
Svietimo politika formavo tiek vidiniai, tiek ir iSoriniai veiksniai. Siekiant kuo
platesnius visuomenés sluoksnius jtraukti j valstybingumo jtvirtinimo procesa,
buvo biitina visoms Lietuvos tautoms suteikti tam tikras teises ir garantijas. Be
to, siekdama tarptautinio pripazinimo, Lietuva jsipareigojo laikytis tarptautiniy
susitarimy dél tautiniy mazumy teisiy apsaugos. Antra vertus, tarptautinés orga-
nizacijos negaléjo priversti Lietuvos vyriausybe vykdyti jy nutarimus, tad tauti-
niy mazumy $vietimo bikle reikia vertinti kaip valstybés vidaus politikos rezul-
tata.
1.2. KONSTITUCINES SVIETIMO GARANTIJOS
1922 ir 1928 m. Lietuvos konstitucija didziausioms tautinéms mazumoms $vie-
timo srityje buvo suteikusi autonomija, o 1938 m. konstitucijoje ty straipsniy ne-
beliko. Pedagogas, filosofas Stasys Salkauskis konstitucijoje sitilé jteisinti plates-
nes tautiniy mazumy teises kultiiros ir §vietimo srityje.
1.3. MOKYKLU VEIKLOS REGLAMENTAVIMAS SVIETIMO JSTATYMAIS
Analizuojant pradzios ir viduriniy mokykly Svietimo istatymus, mums ripéjo
akcentuoti tautiniy mazumy mokykly veikla reglamentuojancius straipsnius. I$-
studijavus 1919, 1922, 1925, 1936 ir 1939 mety pradzios mokykly istatymus arba
ju pakeitimus, taip pat 1919, 1925, 1936, 1940 mety viduriniy mokykly jstatymus
bei jy vykdymo taisykles, Svietimo ministerijos aplinkras¢ius, galima daryti tokias
iSvadas: pirma, tautiniy mazumy mokykly veikla buvo reglamentuojama bendru
Svietimo jstatymu. Kai kurie jstatymo straipsniai buvo skirti tik mazumy mokyk-
loms. Antra, pastebima tendencija drausti lietuviy vaikams mokytis tautiniy mazu-
my mokyklose. Trecia, reikalavimai norint jsteigti nelietuviska pradzios mokykla
arba norint Sio tipo mokykloje mokyti vaikus gimtosios kalbos kaip déstomojo
dalyko nuolat didéjo. Ketvirta, vyko laipsniskas mokykly lietuvinimas: i$ pedago-
gy reikalauta gerai mokéti lietuviy kalba, valstybine kalba pildyti mokyklos doku-
mentus ir susirasinéti, dalj discipliny - lietuviy literatiira, istorija, Lietuvos geogra-
fija, kiino kulttira, karinj parengima - déstyti lietuviskai. Penkta, nepaisant minéty
sprendimy, jstatymai garantavo teis¢ ugdyti vaikus tautinése mokyklose, ar moky-
ti gimtosios kalbos tose lietuviy pradzios mokyklose, kuriose susidarydavo numa-
tytas vaiky skaicius.



1.4. PAGRINDINIAI MOKYMO PLANU BRUOZAI

Tautiniy mazumy mokyklose buvo mokoma pagal Svietimo ministerijos pa-
rengtas programas. Darbe pateikiami ir aptariami 1920, 1924 mety pradzios bei
1924, 1936 mety gimnazijy mokymo planai, palyginant juos su analogiskais lietu-
viy mokykly planais. Isidémétina tai, jog Svietimo ministerija, atsizvelgdama j
tévy ir pedagogy pageidavimus, neretai leisdavo mokymo plang pakoreguoti - pa-
pildyti ji disciplinomis, aktualiomis tos tautybés vaikams. ISskirtiniais atvejais net-
gi buidavo leidZiama keisti tradicing mokyklos struktiira.

2. ZYDU TAUTINES MOKYKLOS RAIDA
2.1. TAUTINES AUTONOMIJOS JTAKA PLETOJANT SVIETIMA

Zydy tautinés autonomijos sukiirimas Lietuvoje turéjo nemazg jtaka zydy mo-
kykly steigimui. Visi autonomijos organai - Zydy reikaly ministerija, Zydy tautiné
taryba ir Zydy bendruomeniy tarybos - savo kompetencijos ribose sprendé Svieti-
mo klausimus, o kadangi $ioje srityje valstybés institucijy ir Zydy tautinés autono-
mijos organy veikla i§ dalies dubliavosi, neretai nepavykdavo isvengti konfronta-
cijos.

2.2. MOKYKLU JVAIROVE PAGAL UGDYMO KRYPTIS

Tarpukario Lietuvoje bita trijy ugdymo krypéiy zydy mokykly. Tokia jvairove
Iémé dvi vartojamos kalbos (hebrajy ir idis) ir skirtingas pozitiris i religija (pasau-
lieciai ir ortodoksai). Religinés pakraipos mokyklose, kurias globojo draugija "Jav-
ne”, buvo mokoma hebrajy kalba. Pasaulietines mokyklas su déstomaja hebrajy
kalba globojo zydy $vietimo ir kultiiros draugija "Tarbut”. Draugija "Zydy kulta-
riné lyga” (o véliau ir kitos) vienijo visas Zydy pasaulietines mokyklas su déstoma-
ja idis$ kalba.

2.3. PRADZIOS MOKYKLA
2.3.1. Masinio steigimo laikotarpis (1919-1923 m.)

Zydy pradzios mokyklos Lietuvoje veiké dar Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metais,
taciau pirmaisiais Lietuvos nepriklausomybés metais jy skaicius ypac iSaugo:
1919 m. geguzés mén. buvo 49, 0 1923 m. - jau 107 zydy pradzios mokyklos. Sios
mokyklos buvo jtrauktos j valstybiniy mokykly tinkla, todél jas islaiké savivaldy-
bés. Steigiant mokyklas, nemazai nuveiké zydy tautinés autonomijos institucijos,
kitaip tariant, svarbi buvo paciy zydy iniciatyva. Nors tarp zZydy ir lietuviy bata
tam tikry nesutarimy, juos greiciau reikéty vertinti kaip atsitiktines apraiskas, o ne
kaip nuoseklia vyriausybés politika. Dél mokykly krypties biita nesutarimy ir tarp
paciy zydy.

2.3.2. PradZios mokyklos raida 1924-1940 m.

Tki 1928 m. buvo jsteigtos 144 zydy pradzios mokyklos. 4 i$ jy islaiké Svietimo

ministerija, 115 - savivaldybés, 10 - draugijos kartu su Svietimo ministerija, 15 -
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draugijos, be Svietimo ministerijos paramos. 1931 m. mokykly sumazéjo iki 115,
ir iki 1940 m. Sis skai¢ius mazai tekito. Toki Zydy pradzios mokykly sumazéjima
nulémé dvi priezastys: pirma, pereinant prie privalomo pradinio mokymo buvo
numatyta, kad valstybés iSlaikoma pradzios mokykla steigiama ne maziau kaip
32 mokyklinio amZiaus vaikams; antra, $vietimo ministro K. Sakenio nurodymu
kai kuriose vietovése buvo sujungtos nedidelés skirtingy ugdymo krypc¢iy mokyk-
los. Nors, lyginant su kitomis tautinémis mazumomis, Zydai turéjo palankiausias
salygas mokyti savo vaikus tautinése mokyklose, dél Siy ir kai kuriy kity nutarimy
(pvz., 1936 m. mokykly jstatymo atskiry straipsniy) jie nuolat reiské pretenzijas.
2.4. VIDURINE MOKYKLA

2.4.1. Mokykly tinklo isplitimas iki 1927 m.

Iki 1927 m. zydy viduriniy mokykly, t. y. gimnazijy ir progimnazijy, skaicius
nuolat didéjo. Mums riipéjo iSsiaiskinti Sio laikotarpio mokykly jsteigimo motyvus
ir aplinkybes, mokykly ugdymo kryptis, steigimo iniciatorius bei suzinoti kai ku-
riy kity fakty. Zydy mokyklos aptariamos pagal jy jsteigimo chronologing seka:
1919 m. - Kauno realiné gimnazija, Marijampolés gimnazija, Virbalio progimna-
zija (véliau tapusi gimnazija), Vilkaviskio gimnazija; 1920 m. - Skuodo progimna-
zija, Kauno gimnazija, Ukmergés realiné gimnazija, Panevézio gimnazija, Siauliy
gimnazija, TelSiy mergaiciy "Javne” gimnazija, Kalvarijos progimnazija; 1921 m. -
Jurbarko progimnazija (véliau - gimnazija), Naumiescio progimnazija, Raseiniy
gimnazija; 1922 m. - Kédainiy progimnazija, Ukmergés "Sviesos” gimnazija, Aly-
taus progimnazija; 1923 m. - Kauno progimnazija, Siauliy progimnazija, Utenos
progimnazija, Kretingos progimnazija, Mazeikiy progimnazija; 1925 m. - Panevé-
Zio progimnazija, Kauno mergaiciy “Javne” gimnazija, Tauragés progimnazija;
1926 m. - Birzy progimnazija, Rokiskio ”Tarbut” progimnazija, Rokiskio "Msoiro
V'Daas” progimnazija, Plungés progimnazija, Kauno komercijos gimnazija.

Isanalizavus visus turimus duomenis paaiskéjo, kad visose minétose mokyklo-
se buvo 160 klasiy, kuriose mokeési 4400 moksleiviy (vidutiniskai po 28 klas¢je).
Zydy gimnazijos ir progimnazijos tuo metu sudaré daugiau nei 25% s$io tipo Lietu-
vos mokykly, kurias lanké 20,6 % tokio amziaus visy Lietuvos vaiky (Zydai sudaré
7,6% visy krasto gyventojuy).

2.4.2. Viduriniy mokykly sumazéjimas

Toliau darbe aptariami viduriniy mokykly tinklo poky¢iai po 1927 m. Chrono-
logine seka juos galima isdéstyti taip: 1927 m. - uzdaryta Kretingos progimnazija;
1928 m. - uzdaryta Birzy progimnazija, jsteigta Panevézio zZydy mergaiciy "Jav-
ne” gimnazija; 1929 m. - uzsidaré Kauno ir abi Rokiskio progimnazijos; 1931 m. -
isteigta Kauno zZydy ”Javne” berniuky gimnazija; 1933 m. - susijungé abi Ukmer-
gés gimnazijos, isisteigé Kauno Zydy gimnazija déstomaja lietuviy kalba; 1934 m. -
uzdaryta Jurbarko gimnazija; 1935 m. - uzdarytos Panevézio, Mazeikiy, Kalvari-
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jos, Skuodo ir Kédainiy progimnazijos; 1936 m. - uzsidaré¢ Plungés progimnazija;
1937 m. - uzdaryta Utenos progimnazija.

Taigi Siuo laikotarpiu uzsidaré 10 Zydy progimnazijy ir 2 gimnazijos - stigo
1ésy privacioms mokykloms islaikyti. Nepaisant to, kai kuriais aspektais Svietimo
srityje Zydai pirmavo. Pvz., 1940 m. Lietuvoje buvo 91 viduriné mokykla, i$ juy
18 (15,3%) - zydy.

2.5. MOKYKLU MATERIALINE BUKLE

Aptariama mokykly finansavimo praktika. Kaip jau buvo minéta, dauguma pra-
dzios mokykly buvo iSlaikomos valstybés biudzeto 1éSomis. Vidurinéms mokyk-
loms valstybé skyré pasalpas, kuriy bendra suma buvo proporcinga zZydy gyvento-
ju skaiciui. Taciau Sios 1éSos atitekdavo ne visoms mokykloms, o tik toms, kuriy
klasése mokési ne maziau kaip 25 vaikai; be to, buvo atsizvelgiama j mokyklos
materialing bikle bei mokymo rezultatus. Dél Siy priezas¢iy vienos mokyklos pa-
Salpas gaudavo nuolat, o kitos - retai, tad nenuostabu, kad ir jy materialiné bazé
buvo skurdi. Lietuvos Zydy mokykloms parama teiké uzsienyje gyvene zydai.

2.6. AUKLEJIMO TURINYS ZYDU MOKYKLOSE

Anot Vytauto Didziojo universiteto Semitologijos katedros vedéjo Nachmano
Sapyro, Zzydy mokyklos turéjo du svarbiausius uzdavinius. Pirma, mokykla turi
aukléti vaikus iStikimais Lietuvos pilieciais. Antra, aukléjimas turi buti tautiskas.
Aukléjimo turinj Zydy mokyklose i$ dalies nulémé ir mokyklos ugdymo kryptis.

Treciojo desimtmecio pradzioje valstybinése zZydy pradzios mokyklose buvo
déstomi trys dalykai, kurie buvo jvardijami kaip Zydy tautinis mokslas: gimtoji
kalba, Biblija ir zydy istorija. Vidurinése mokyklose - tikyba, zZydy literatara ir
istorija (i$ pradziy kaip atskiras dalykas, véliau - integruota). Ypac didelis démesys
buvo skiriamas tautos seniausiai praeiciai nusviesti. Tautiniam aukléjimui pasitar-
navo uzklasiniai renginiai: bureliai, paskaitos, susitikimai. PilietiSkumo ugdymui
mokyklose buvo rengiami iSkilmingi valstybés Svenciy minéjimai, jubiliejiniai ren-
giniai, iSvykos i pramonés jmones, muziejus, parody sales, aukojimas Ginkly fon-
dui ar paminkly statybai. Atrodo, kad Zydy visuomené pirmenybe teiké tautiSkam
aukléjimui, taciau dél jvairiy motyvy ne maziau buvo akcentuojama ir pilietinio
aukléjimo svarba.

3. LIETUVOS LENKU MOKYKILA
3.1. PRADZIOS MOKYKLA
3.1.1. Kriks¢ioniy demokraty valdymo laikotarpis
Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metu buvo jsteigta daug lenkisky mokykly, kurias
lanké ir lietuviy vaikai. Siy mokykly steigéjai - sulenkéje Lietuvos dvarininkai ir
dvasininkai. Karui baigiantis dalis lietuviy vaiky peréjo i lietuviskas mokyklas,
todél lenky mokykly sumazéjo. 1920 m. pradzioje Lietuvoje veiké 20, 1923 m. -
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30, 0 1926 m. sausio mén. liko 24 lenky mokyklos, taciau lenkiskas pradzios mo-
kyklas lankanciy vaiky sumazéjo beveik trecdaliu. Pagrindiné mokykly skaiciaus
sumazéjimo priezastis buvo krikS¢ioniy demokraty vyriausybés jpareigojimas tik-
rinti mokiniy tautybe ir Salinti i$ lenky mokykly tuos vaikus, kuriy tévy pasuose
buvo irasyta lietuviy tautybé. Ir nors Lietuvos lenkai §ia gyventojy grupe laiké
lenkais, Lietuvos valdzia i juos zitiréjo kaip i sulenkintus lietuvius, kuriuos butina
lietuvinti. Minétuoju laikotarpiu veiké misriy lietuviy - lenky pradzios mokykly.

3.1.2. Lenky pradZios mokykly pokyciai 1926-1927 m.

Pakitusi politiné situacija Lietuvoje, kai po rinkimy valdzia atiteko valstie¢iams
liaudininkams ir socialdemokratams, buvo palanki lenkisky mokykly steigimui -
1926 m. rudenj jy skaicius Soktel¢jo iki 91 (vietoj buvusiy 24). Lenky Svietimo
draugija "Pochodnia” su naujosios vyriausybés palaiminimu émési steigti mokyk-
las ir agituoti jas lankyti lietuvius bei kity tautybiy vaikus, uz tai Zadédama mate-
rialing paramg. Tai sukélé grieztus lietuviy visuomenés protestus. Sis klausimas
netgi svarstytas Seime. Todél netrukus po 1926 m. gruodzio 17 d. perversmo nau-
jieji Svietimo vadovai suskato grieztai tikrinti "Pochodnios” mokyklas: ¢ia besi-
mokantiems lietuviams liepta pereiti i lietuviy mokyklas, o asmenys be reikalauja-
mo iSsilavinimo, jsidarbing naujai jsteigtose lenkiskose mokyklose mokytojais, buvo
atleidziami. Tai dvi svarbiausios priezastys, dél kuriy lenky pradzios mokykly nuo
1927 m. rudens émé mazéti, kol galiausiai liko 34.

3.1.3. Lenky pradZios mokyklos raida ketvirtajame desimtmetyje

Lenky pradzios mokykly skaicius mazéjo keleta mety: 1931 m. jyliko 15, 1937 m. -
11,0 1940 m. - tik 9. Svarbiausia priezastimi laikytina moksleiviy tautybés pagal pasus
tikrinimo procediira. Susidarius tokiai padéciai, draugija "Pochodnia” émé steigti slap-
tas mokyklas - 1935 m. jy buvo daugiau kaip 40. Pazymétina tai, kad nuo 1937 m.
visos lenky pradzios mokyklos buvo islaikomos vien privaciy lenky draugijy.

3.2. KAUNO, PANEVEZIO, UKMERGES GIMNAZIJOS IR TELSIU
PROGIMNAZIJA

Siame skyriuje apzvelgiama trijy lenky privaciy gimnazijy veikla. Taip pat glaus-
tai uzsimenama apie dvi maziau zinomas mokyklas: progimnazija TelSiuose, su
pertraukomis veikusig 1919-1925 m., ir Kauno III gimnazija. Si mokykla buvo
valstybiné su lenky déstomaja kalba. Tac¢iau nuo 1931 m. mokykla palaipsniui
tapo lietuviska, o lenky kalba imta déstyti tik kaip atskira disciplina.

Minétosios lenky gimnazijos jsteigtos 1919 m. I$ pradziy jas lanké nemazai
moksleiviy, taciau kasmet jy émé vis mazéti (plg.: 1923 m. - 1210, 1931 m. - 606,
1940 m. - 350). Galétume isskirti dvi pagrindines tokiy pokyciy priezastis. Pirma,
tévai nebuvo linke leisti vaiky j privacias mokyklas, mat Sios turéjo maziau teisiy
nei valstybinés. Antra, moksleiviams, kuriy bent vienas i$ tévy buvo lietuvis, jsta-
tymai draudé lankyti tautiniy mazumy mokyklas. Kadangi lenkiskyjy gimnazijy
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vadovybé nebuvo linkusi paklusti Siems reikalavimams, Svietimo ministro K. Jo-
kanto nurodymu nuo 1940 m. birzelio 14 d. Panevézio ir Ukmergés lenky gimna-
zijos buvo uzdarytos.
3.3. AUKLEJIMO TURINYS LENKU MOKYKLOSE

Lenky tautinei mazumai riipéjo vaikus aukléti tautiskai: Sio tikslo buvo sten-
giamasi pasiekti placiai ir detaliai mokant Lenkijos istorijos ir geografijos, studi-
juojant Zymiy lenky veikéjy biografijas, naudojant Lenkijoje iSleistus vadovélius,
praeities jvykius vertinant is oficialiosios Lenkijos vyriausybés pozicijy. Esant itemp-
tiems Lietuvos santykiams su Lenkija, tokia veikla buvo vertinama kaip nepalanki
ir net priesiSka musy valstybei.

4. VOKIECI UTAU TINES MAZUMOS MOKYKLA
4.1. PRADZIOS MOKYKLA

Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metais Lietuvoje buvo jsteigta nemazai vokiec¢iy mo-
kykly, kurias lanké ne vien vokieciy, bet ir Zydy, lietuviy vaikai. Karui baigiantis ir
ypa¢ jam pasibaigus dauguma kity tautybiy vaiky peréjo mokytis j tautines mo-
kyklas, todél vokiec¢iy mokykly nuolat mazéjo: 1919 m. jy buvo 37, 1922 m. - 23,
1926 m. - 14. Jtakos tam turéjo ir krik§¢ioniy demokraty vykdyta Svietimo politika,
kuria méginta uzdrausti lietuviams mokytis tautiniy mazumy mokyklose. 1926 m.
rudenj, valstie¢iy liaudininky ir socialdemokraty valdymo laikotarpiu, vokieciy
pradzios mokykly skaicius Sokteléjo iki 22. Taciau po perversmo tautininkai iniko
tikrinti moksleiviy tautybe ir dar griez¢iau draudé lietuviy vaikams mokytis vokie-
¢iy mokyklose - dél to juy skaicius ir vél sumazéjo (1929 m. - 18, 1934 m. - 14,
1940 m. - 9). Per du desimtmecius vokieciy pradzios mokykly sumazéjo mazdaug
tris, o jas lankanciy vaiky - mazdaug keturis kartus. Pazymétina, kad didziaja dalj
mokykly islaiké Lietuvos vokieciy kultiiriné sajunga, kitos buvo valstybinés. Bita
ir misriy lietuviy - vokie¢iy mokykly, i§laikomy valstybés.

Lietuvos pareigiinai laikési nuostatos, kad vokieciy pradzios mokyklos steigia-
mos ne tiek Svietimo tikslais, kiek politiniais motyvais. ] Sias mokyklas pirmiausia
stengtasi suburti evangeliky liuterony (vadinamosios "vokiskos”) tikybos vaikus.
Vokieciy kultiiriné sgjunga nepritaré tokiai vyriausybés politikai, todél tarp abiejy
pusiy tvyrojo nuolatiné itampa.

4.2. GIMNAZIJA KAUNE BEI PROGIMNAZIJOS SIAULIUOSE IR
KYBARTUOSE

Kauno vokiec¢iy gimnazija buvo jsteigta 1920 m. ir uzdaryta 1941 m. pavasari,
vokiec¢iams repatrijavus i$ tuometinés Taryby Sajungos. Darbe analizuojamos moks-
leiviy kontingento kitimo tendencijos bei priezastys, gimnazijos finansiné buklé ir
jos 1é8y saltiniai, pateikiama Svietimo ministerijos atstovy nuomoné apie ugdymo
procesa, kuris i$ esmés vertinamas palankiai.
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1922-1935 m. Siauliuose veikusi vokiec¢iy progimnazija buvo viena maziausiy
Lietuvoje (didziausias jos moksleiviy skaicius - 48, 18 i$ jy - Zydy tautybés). Lie-
tuvos vokieciy kulttiriné sajunga stengési $ia progimnazija islaikyti, taciau dél ma-
zo mokiniy skaic¢iaus uzdaré savo iniciatyva.

1926 m. Kybartuose jsteigtoje progimnazijoje mokiniy buvo daugiau, taciau ir
ja istiko toks pat likimas, nes mokiniy labai sumazéjo (1932 m. lanké 101, 1936 m. -
38, 1937 m. - 25, 0 1939 m. pritriko mokiniy I klasei sudaryti). Viena is priezas-
¢iy - Prisijos pasienyje gyvenusiy vokieciy vaikai lanké Prasijos mokyklas.

Esama fakty, liudijanciy, jog Lietuvos vokieciy mokyklos sulaukdavo para-
mos i§ Vokietijos.

5. RUSU BENDROJO LAVINIMO MOKYKILA
5.1. PRADZIOS MOKYKLOS RAIDOS BRUOZAI

Paanalizavus rusy pradzios mokykly tinklo raidos tendencijas matyti, kad rusy
mokyklos buvo steigiamos 1é¢iau nei kity Lietuvos tauty. Svarbiausia priezastimi,
matyt, laikytinas rusy neorganizuotumas. 1919 m. Lietuvoje tebuvo 3 rusy pra-
dzios mokyklos, 1922 m. - 5, 1926 m. rudeni - 16, 1932 m. - 7, 1938 m. - 4. Taigi
valstieciy liaudininky ir socialdemokraty valdymo laikotarpiu rusisky mokykly
isteigta daugiausia. Dauguma jy veiké Kaune ir Siauliy, Utenos bei Rokiskio ap-
skrityse. Didziaja rusy pradzios mokykly dalj islaiké savivaldybés, keleta - draugi-
jos, kurioms 1é8y skirdavo ir Svietimo ministerija. Beje, archyvy medziaga nerodo
didelés rusy iniciatyvos gerinti savo Svietimo biikle. Paprastai budavo pasitenkina-
ma pageidavimais déstyti vaikams rusy kalba kaip atskira discipling bei $ia kalba
déstyti tikyba, reciau - isteigti rusy komplekta lietuviy pradzios mokykloje.

5.2. GIMNAZIJA KAUNE BEI PANEVEZIO GIMNAZIJOS PARALELINES
KLASES

Po Pirmojo pasaulinio karo Lietuvoje daug gyventojuy kalbéjo rusiskai. Pane-
vézio gimnazijoje isteigtose paralelinése klasése, kuriose mokymas vyko rusy kal-
ba, mokési ir rusai, ir lenkai, ir lietuviai, ta¢iau dauguma moksleiviy sudaré zydai,
kurie grize i§ Rusijos nemokéjo nei Zydy, nei lietuviy kalbos. Minétos paralelinés
klasés buvo isteigtos 1919 m., vienu metu jas lanké apie 400 vaiky. Palaipsniui
mokykla buvo likviduojama, kadangi vaikai, iSmoke kity kalby, peréjo mokytis i
tautines mokyklas. 1928 m. paraleliniy klasiy nebeliko.

Kauno rusy gimnazijoje, jsteigtoje 1920 m., dauguma moksleiviy taip pat buvo
Zydy tautybés (atskirais mokslo metais jie sudaré net 67% moksleiviy). Taciau 4-jame
desimtmetyje, kai mokiniy labai sumazéjo, dauguma sudaré rusy tautybés vaikai. Dél
1é8y stygiaus gimnazijai atsidiirus sunkioje padétyje, palaipsniui imta ja reorganizuoti
mokykla, kurioje bity déstoma lietuviskai. 1940 m. pavasarj rusy gimnazija uzsidaré,
nes ja baigé vienintelés ir paskutinés - 7 kl. mokiniai.
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6. LATVIU MOKYKIA LIETUVOJE

6.1. PRADZIOS MOKYKLOS

IStyrus pirminius Saltinius paaiskéjo, kad latviy pradzios mokykly skaiciaus
pokyciai turéjo tam tikry ypatumy: Siaurinése Lietuvos srityse veikusiy latviy mo-
kykly skaicius treciajame desimtmetyje mazéjo: 1919 m. buvo 11, 1925 m. - 9,
1929 m. - 8, 1931 m. - 6, taciau véliau jy mokykly padaugéjo iki 11, o nuo 1933 m.
nuolat veiké 13 mokykly. Ketvirtojo desimtmecio pabaigoje latviy pradzios mo-
kykly buvo daugiau nei lenky, vokieciy ar rusy, nors paciy latviy Lietuvoje buvo
gerokai maziau negu i$vardintyjy tautiniy mazumy. Sj fakta galima paaiskinti tik
skirtinga Lietuvos vyriausybés politika latviy mazumos atzvilgiu: Lietuvos ir Lat-
vijos vyriausybiy sudarytoje Mokykly konvencijoje, pasirasytoje 1931 m. sausio
25 d., numatyta taikyti lengvatas lietuviy mokykloms Latvijoje ir latviy mokyk-
loms Lietuvoje. Nors Latvijos vyriausybé 1937 m. konvencija nutrauke, jos nuo-
statomis buvo vadovaujamasi ir véliau. Akivaizdu, kad Svietimo ministerijos va-
dovybé nebuvo suinteresuota, kad lietuviy vaikai lankyty latviy mokyklas, todél
stengési jy skaiciy riboti.

6.2. JONISKIO - ZEIMELIO LATVIU PROGIMNAZIJA

Vienintel¢ latviy progimnazija buvo jsteigta Joniskyje 1921 m. Joje mokési
mazdaug 20-40 vaiky. 1931 m. progimnazija perkelta j Zeimelj, Lietuvos latviy
veiklos centra - greiciausiai dél to, kad ¢ia gyveno daugiau latviy. Tac¢iau mokyk-
los bukle isliko tokia pat - nedidelis moksleiviy skaicius, nuolatinis 1éSy stygius,
skurdi mokymo bazé, Zemas mokymo lygis. Mokyklos neisgelbéjo net Svietimo
ministerijos materialiné parama - 1938 m. progimnazija dél pernelyg mazo moks-
leiviy skai¢iaus buvo uzdaryta.

7. BALTARUSIU MOKYKLA
Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metais Lietuvoje atsirado baltarusiy mokykly. Taciau
dauguma jy atiteko Lenkijai, Siai okupavus Vilniaus krasta. Rytinéje Lietuvos da-
lyje tarpukariu su pertraukomis veiké viena - dvi pradzios mokyklos - i§ pradziy
Traky apskrityje, véliau - Vievyje (uzdaryta 1927 m.). Atskirais laikotarpiais ban-
dyta jsteigti ir daugiau mokykly, bet nepavykdavo surinkti pakankamai baltarusiy
tautybés vaiky.

ISVADOS

1. Tautiniy mazumy mokykly Lietuvoje iStakos siekia keletg amziy, taciau pa-
lankiy salygy mokyti vaikus gimtaja kalba ilga laika nebuvo: politiniai pokyciai
1émé tai, jog atskirais laikotarpiais vaikai mokyklose buvo lenkinami, rusinami ar
vokietinami. Palaipsniui atsirado mokykly, kuriose mokési tos pacios tautybés vai-
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kai, nepaisant to, jog valdzios nustatytas mokymo turinys tik is dalies atitiko juy
interesus. Kur kas palankesnés salygos tautinéms mokykloms atsirasti susidaré Pir-
mojo pasaulinio karo metais, kai kariné vokieciy valdzia leido vaikus mokyti gim-
taja kalba, taikydama dalinius apribojimus.

Lietuvos valstybés atkiirimas XX a. pradzioje sudaré palankias salygas lietuviy
tautinei mokyklai formuotis. Tuo pat metu formavosi ir Lietuvos tautiniy mazumy
mokykla. Jos kiirimasi nulémé dvi aplinkybés. Pirma, sudarant tautinéms mazu-
moms salygas mokyti savo vaikus gimtaja kalba, buvo norima jas palankiai nu-
teikti Lietuvos valstybés atzvilgiu. Antra, siekiant Lietuvos valstybés pripazinimo,
reikéjo prisiimti tarptautinius jsipareigojimus dél tautiniy mazumy teisiy, kadangi
tiek ParyZiaus taikos konferencija, tiek ir Tauty sajunga tai laiké viena i$ svarbiau-
siy salygy. Taciau po keleto mety tautiniy mazumy Svietimas tapo salies vidaus
politikos objektu.

2. 1922 ir 1928 m. Lietuvos konstitucija didZiausioms tautinéms mazumoms
suteiké teise Svietima organizuoti autonomiskai. Sia teise suskubo pasinaudoti Zy-
dai, tai davé apciuopiamy rezultaty.

Visy tautiniy mazumy mokykly veikla reglamentavo Svietimo jstatymai bei
Svietimo ministerijos leidziami aplinkra¢iai. Siekiant uztikrinti visy Lietuvos tau-
ty lygiateisiSkuma, Steigiamasis seimas nutar¢, jog tautiniy mazumy mokyklos tu-
ri vadovautis bendru $vietimo jstatymu. Kartu tautinéms mazumoms buvo palikta
teisé savo mokyklose daryti tam tikrus mokymo turinio pakeitimus.

3. Tautiniy mazumy mokykly veikla buvo organizuota pagal bendras nuosta-
tas, i$ kuriy svarbiausios bty Sios:

3.1. pradzios mokyklas islaiké savivaldybés ir Svietimo ministerija, ta¢iau buvo
suteikta teisé steigti ir privacias mokyklas tose vietovése, kur mokiniy buvo
maziau nei numaté Svietimo jstatymai arba kai to pageidavo patys gyvento-
jai;

3.2. progimnazijos ir gimnazijos buvo ne valstybinés, bet privacios;

3.3. uz progimnazijy ir gimnazijy materialing buiklg buvo atsakingos jas isteigu-
sios draugijos, o valstybé teiké mokykloms pasalpas, proporcingas tos tau-
tinés mazumos dydziui;

3.4. isskirtinis démesys valstybinei kalbai - visi mokytojai privaléjo moketi lie-
tuviy kalba, mokyklos rastvedyba reikalauta vesti lietuviskai, keletas dis-
cipliny turéjo bati déstoma valstybine - lietuviy kalba;

3.5. siekta, jog mokykla tarnauty tai tautinei mazumai, kuriai buvo jsteigta, ir
tuo biidu bty iSvengta tautybés pozitiriu misriy mokykly; kitatauc¢iams ne-
buvo trukdoma mokytis lietuviskose mokyklose, kai tuo pat metu lietuviy
mokymasi tautiniy mazumy mokyklose stengtasi riboti visomis galimomis
priemonémis;
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3.6. reikalauta Salinti mokyklose pasitaikancias antivalstybines apraiskas ir su-
telkti démesi mokiniy pilietiSkumo ugdymui;

3.7. stengtasi sudaryti salygas mokiniy tautiniam ugdymui, tac¢iau noréta iSvengti
jo sureiksminimo.

4. Zydai, biiddami didziausia Lietuvos tautine mazuma, turéjo daugiausia bendro-
jo lavinimo mokykly ir procentine iSraiSka aplenké lietuvius. Nuo treciojo desimt-
mecio pradzios jy pradzios mokykly skaicius nuolat virsijo 100, o progimnazijy ir
gimnazijy bendras skaicius paprastai svyravo nuo 20 iki 30. Gimnazijy skaicius kito
labai nezymiai, o Stai progimnazijy sumazéjo net deSimcia. Svarbiausia priezastis -
mazai mokiniy turin¢ias mokyklas buvo sunku materialiai iSlaikyti, todél ju moky-
mo bazé buvo skurdi, stigo gery mokytojy, mokiniy Zinios buvo silpnos. Mokymo
procesui neigiamg itaka daré Zydy tarpusavio nesutarimai, nuolatiné ortodoksy ir
pasaulieciy, i$ kuriy vieni pirmenybe teiké hebrajy, o kiti - idiS kalbai, konfrontacija.

5. Tarpukario laikotarpiu Kaune, Panevézyje ir Ukmergéje nuolat veiké lenky
gimnazijos. PradZios mokykly skaicius kito priklausomai nuo politinés situacijos:
1926 m., valstieciy liaudininky ir socialdemokraty valdymo laikotarpiu, jy padau-
géjo iki 91, o kai tautininkai pradéjo grieztai reikalauti, kad lenkiskasias mokyklas
lankyty tik tikrais lenkais pripazistami vaikai, mokykly sumazéjo. 1940 m. pra-
dzioje liko tik 9 lenky Svietimo draugijos islaikomos pradzios mokyklos. Kadangi
dél Vilniaus krasto Lietuvos ir Lenkijos santykiai buvo komplikuoti, lenky mo-
kyklas visuomené vertino ne itin palankiai. Daugiausia gincy kélé lenkiskyjy mo-
kykly mokiniy tautybés klausimas, mat lenkai juos laiké lenkais, o lietuviai - su-
lenkéjusiais lietuviais, kuriuos sieké lietuvinti.

6. Lietuvos vokieciy iniciatyva buvo jsteigta gimnazija Kaune bei progimna-
zijos Siauliuose ir Kybartuose. Kadangi mokiniy progimnazijose buvo nedaug ir
ju vis mazéjo, abi progimnazijas teko uzdaryti. Dauguma vokieciy pradzios mo-
kykly buvo vakaringje Lietuvos dalyje, Prusijos pasienyje. Dali mokykly islaiké
valstybé ir beveik tiek pat - Lietuvos vokieciy kultiriné sajunga. Kadangi valsty-
bés pareiglinai Zymia dali vokiskyjy pradzios mokykly mokiniy laiké ne vokie-
Ciais, bet lietuviais ir verté juos pereiti i lietuviy mokyklas, vokieciy mokykly su-
mazéjo nuo 37 (1919 m.) iki 9 (1940 m.).

7. Rusy tautinés mazumos Svietimui buvo skirta gimnazija Kaune, tapusi Lie-
tuvos rusy kultiiros centru. Ketvirtojo desimtmecio pabaigoje dél finansiniy sun-
kumy gimnazijos steigéjai ja reorganizavo i lietuviska gimnazija. Kurj laika Pane-
vézio lietuviy gimnazijoje veiké rusiskos klasés, taciau jose daugiausia mokesi
zydai, kurie grize i§ Rusijos nemokéjo nei gimtosios, nei lietuviy kalbos. Pradzios
mokykly taip pat buvo negausu (daugiausia - 11, maziausiai - 3), nes rusy tautybés
asmenys negyveno kompaktiskai, ir sunku buvo rasti pakankamai tos tautybés mo-
kiniy, kad galima biity jsteigti pradzios mokykla.
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8. Vienintelé Lietuvos latviy progimnazija kuri laika veiké Joniskyje, o véliau
buvo perkelta j Zeimelj, bet dél mazo mokiniy skai¢iaus uzsidaré. Priesingai nei
kity mazumuy, latviy pradzios mokykly ketvirtajame desimtmetyje padaugéjo iki 13,
nors latviy tautybés gyventojy buvo palyginti nedaug. Tam turéjo jtakos 1931 m.
pasirasyta Lietuvos ir Latvijos mokykly konvencija, numaciusi palankesnes saly-
gas lietuviy mokykloms Latvijoje ir latviy - Lietuvoje. Si konvencija yra pavyz-
dys, kaip paritetiniais pagrindais galima tvarkyti Svietimo reikalus kaimyninése
Salyse.

9. Rytinéje Lietuvos dalyje iki 1927 m. su pertraukomis veiké 1 - 2 baltarusiy
pradzios mokyklos. Kadangi baltarusiy buvo labai nedaug, isteigti jiems atskira
mokykla, kaip buvo numatyta Svietimo jstatyme, buvo mazai galimybiy.

10. Valstybés politika tautiniy mazumy Svietimo srityje nebuvo stabili, ji tie-
siogiai priklausé nuo valdzioje buvusiy partijy nuostaty. Treciojo desimtmecio vi-
duryje kriks¢ionys demokratai pradéjo griez¢iau reglamentuoti mazumy mokykly
veikla, o tai galime traktuoti kaip juy teisiy suvarzyma. Valstieciy liaudininky ir
socialdemokraty laikotarpiu tautinéms mazumoms buvo panaikinti kai kurie anks-
tesni apribojimai, sudarytos palankesnés salygos juy veiklai. Po 1926 m. perversmo
tautininkai tesé krikS¢ioniy demokraty politika ir vis labiau varzé mazumy teises,
stengdamiesi lietuvinti jy mokyklas.

Lietuvos tautinés mazumos nebuvo patenkintos Svietimo biikle ir nuolat ja kri-
tikavo. Labiausiai protestavo lenkai ir vokieciai. Treciajame deSimtmetyje Sis ne-
pasitenkinimas buvo atviras, akivaizdus, o stai ketvirtajame desimtmetyje, autori-
tarinio valdymo laikotarpiu, buvo elgiamasi kur kas atsargiau.



SUMMARY

THE SCHOOL OF NATIONAL MINORITIES IN
LITHUANIA DURING THE PERIOD OF 1918-1940

In recent years there has been a growing interest in the issues of education of
national minorities all over Europe. It is obvious that successful solution of present-
day problems is only possible to find through active study of previously acquired
experience.

In this period between the Two World Wars Lithuania was among the countries
which had quite a few other nationalities schools. As a result, in the two decades of
Independence of Lithuania certain traditions in educating national minorities got
their way. It should be admitted, though, that the theme under discussion has not
yet received proper attention and adequate treatment in this country. One could list
anumber of research works done by different scholars who studied various aspects
of the situation of education in Lithuania in the period between 1918 and 1940. No
mention, however, is made of the schools for national minorities in most sources,
with the exception of barely several sentences about it in a few other sources.

In the process of writing the dissertation, a wide range of archives material from
that period, not yet previously studied, were made use of that are available in the
funds of the Lithuanian National Archives Centre. An attempt was made to disclose
and give an exhaustive coverage of the schools network and their peculiarities for
each national minority. The research paper presents a study of all gymnasium and
junior gymnasium (progymnasium) type of schools for national minorities in Lithuania
at that period with the dates of their founding and closing; there are also attempts
made to analyse the reasons and circumstances under which the schools were closed.

The aim of the research paper is to analyse the tendencies and peculiarities in
the development of schools for national minorities in Lithuania (with the excep-
tion of Klaipéda and Vilnius region) in the period of 1918-1940.

The framework of the dissertation. The paper consists of an introduction, seven
chapters, a conclusion section and a bibliography list. The dissertation was written
in Lithuanian with the summaries added in Lithuanian, English and Russian.

In Chapter One, named ”Regulations for the Activities of National Minorities
Schools between 1918 and 19407, it is stated that both interior and exterior factors
were responsible for the Lithuanian State education policy of the national minori-
ties after World War 1. With the aim of achieving greater involvement of all popu-
lation layers in the processes of consolidating the statehood, all the nations living
in Lithuania at that time had to be granted certain rights and guarantees. Besides, in
conformity with the international law requirements, Lithuania had to observe its
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obligations in the line of international agreements about the protection of rights of
national minorities as the country wanted to get internationally recognised as a
state as soon as possible. On the other hand, international organizations could not
force the government of Lithuania to obey their decisions.

The Constitutions of Lithuania of 1922 and 1928 granted autonomy in the sphere
of education to the largest national minorities of Lithuania, but this right disap-
peared from the Constitution of Lithuania of 1938.

In the analysis of the education laws that regulated primary and secondary edu-
cation we laid a special emphasis on the articles that guided the activity of schools
of national minorities. We have studied all the primary school laws and their amend-
ments of 1919, 1922, 1925, 1936 and 1939 as well as secondary school laws, their
directive orders and circular reports of the Ministry of Education of 1919, 1928,
1936 and 1940.

Education in schools of national minorities was conducted according to the
syllabi issued by the Ministry of Education. In the investigation a study of cur-
ricula of primary schools of 1920 and 1924 and of gymnasium-type of schools of
1924 and 1936 is done on the comparative basis between the curricula of schools
of national minorities and Lithuanian-language schools. It should be noted that the
Ministry of Education allowed to introduce changes in the curriculum at the par-
ents’ and teachers’ requests about the necessity of additional subjects for a particu-
lar nationality learners. In exceptional cases permission was even given to change
the traditional school set up/structure.

In Chapter Two, ”The Development of Jewish National School”, it is empha-
sized that establishing the Jewish national autonomy in Lithuania was an influen-
tial factor for the start of Jewish schools. All the bodies of Jewish autonomy -
Ministry of Jewish Affairs, Jewish National Board and Jewish Community Coun-
cil, within the limits of their competence, attempted to handle education matters.
As the areas of interests and activities of both the national institutions and the
Jewish national autonomy bodies sometimes overlapped, there were separate cases
of confrontation.

In the period between 1918 and 1940 there were Jewish schools of three educa-
tional directions in Lithuania. This kind of variety can be accounted for by the two
languages spoken by Jewish people (Hebrew and Yiddish) and different views
towards religion (secular and orthodox communities). In religious schools sup-
ported by the society ”Javne”, the Hebrew language was taught. Secular schools,
which were also the Hebrew language-biased, were supported by the Jewish cul-
ture and education society “Tarbut”. The society "Jewish Culture League” (to-
gether with other related societies in later years) united all Jewish secular schools
that were the Yiddish language-biased.

19



Some Jewish primary schools existed in Lithuania as early as the years of World
War I, but their number considerably increased in the post-war years of Indepen-
dence. In the May of 1919 there were 49 Jewish primary schools with the increase
in their number up to 107 in 1923. All these schools were part of the state schools
network and they were financed by the municipalities. In starting new Jewish school
an important role was played by the bodies of Jewish national autonomy, in other
words, the Jewish people themselves showed a lot of initiative. The few misunder-
standings between Jewish and Lithuanian people that occurred at that time had an
exceptionally incidental character and they by no means could be treated as signs
of a particular state policy. As far as the directions in education are concerned,
there were some differences of opinion among the Jewish people within their com-
munities.

There were 144 Jewish primary schools founded by 1928. 4 of them were funded
by the Ministry of Education, 115 - by the municipalities, 10 were funded jointly
by the Ministry of Education and Jewish societies and 15 schools were financed by
the societies themselves, without any financial support coming from the Ministry.
In 1931 the number of schools decreased to 115 and there were very slight changes
in the numbers up to 1940. There were two main reasons for the decrease in num-
ber of Jewish primary schools: the first one was related to the processes of compul-
sory primary education the introduction of which was conditions by certain regula-
tions. One of these regulations required that all state-supported primary schools
should have not fewer than 32 learners. The second reason was the joining together
of some small schools of different educational directions in some areas. It was
done on the basis of the Minister of Education K. Sakenis’ order. Though, in com-
parison with other national minorities, the Jewish minority had the most favourable
conditions to educate their children in the national schools, the above mentioned
regulations as well as some others (e.g. certain articles of the schools law of 1936)
gave rise to constant complaints of the Jewish people.

The number of Jewish secondary schools, i.e. gymnasium and junior gymna-
sium (progymnasium) type schools, was steadily increasing up to 1927. One of our
objectives was to find out the motifs and circumstances under which the schools
were founded as well as the directions of education at certain schools, the initiators
of school foundation and the like. The Jewish schools are discussed according to
their chronological order of foundation. In 1919 there was a sciences gymnasium
founded in Kaunas, as well as a gymnasium in Marijampolé and a junior gymna-
sium in Virbalis which later on developed into a gymnasium; the Vilkaviskis gym-
nasium was also founded in the same year. In 1920 gymnasium types of schools
were founded in other places of Lithuania. They were: a junior gymnasium in
Skuodas, a gymnasium in Kaunas, a sciences gymnasium in Ukmergé, a gymna-
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sium in Panevézys, a gymnasium in Siauliai, the girls’ gymnasium "Javne” in Telsiai,
a junior gymnasium in Kalvarija. In 1921 there appeared three more schools of that
type: a junior gymnasium in Jurbarkas (which later on became a gymnasium), a
junior gymnasium in Naumiestis and a gymnasium in Raseiniai. In 1922 these
schools were officially registered: a junior gymnasium in Kédainiai, the gymna-
sium ”Sviesa” (Light) in Ukmergé and a junior gymnasium in Alytus. Five more
schools were founded in 1923: a junior gymnasium in Kaunas, a gymnasium in
Siauliai, a junior gymnasium in Utena, a junior gymnasium in Kretinga and a jun-
ior gymnasium in Mazeikiai. In 1925 the new gymnasium type of schools were a
junior gymnasium in Panevézys, the girls’ gymnasium ”Javne” in Kaunas, a junior
gymnasium in Tauragé. 1926 was the year of the foundation of five more new
schools: a junior gymnasium in BirZai, the junior gymnasium ”Tarbut” in Rokiskis,
the junior gymnasium "Msoiro V’ Daas” in Rokiskis, a junior gymnasium in Plungé
and a gymnasium of commerce in Kaunas.

The analysis of all available data showed that in all the above mentioned schools
there were 160 forms in which studied 4400 learners (28 per class on the average).
Jewish gymnasium and junior gymnasium type of schools at that time made up
more than 25 per cent of all schools of that type in Lithuania; they were attended
by 20.6 per cent of all children of that age of Lithuania (the Jews made up 7.6 per
cent of the whole population of Lithuania).

Further on in our research we discussed the changes in the schools network
after 1927. Chronologically they can be described like this: in 1927 the junior
gymnasium in Kretinga was closed; in 1928 the junior gymnasium in Birzai was
closed and the Jewish girls’ gymnasium ”Javne” was founded in Panevézys. In
1929 the Kaunas junior gymnasium and both junior gymnasiums in Rokiskis were
closed; in 1931 the Jewish boys’ gymnasium ”Javne” was founded in Kaunas; in
1933 both gymnasiums in Ukmergé were joined into one, and a new Lithuanian -
language-biased Jewish gymnasium in Kaunas was founded; in 1934 the gymna-
sium in Jurbarkas was closed; in 1935 the junior gymnasiums in Panevézys,
Mazeikiai, Kalvarija, Skuodas and Kédainiai were closed; in 1936 the junior gym-
nasium in Plungé was closed and in 1937 the junior gymnasium in Ukmergé was
also closed.

As it is seen from the above data, at that time 10 Jewish junior gymnasiums and
2 gymnasiums were closed as the sufficient financing was not available to support
private schools. Despite this fact, in some respects the Jews were ahead of the rest
of population in some fields of education, e.g. in 1940 there were 91 secondary
schools in Lithuania and 18 of them (which made 15.3 per cent) were Jewish ones.

There are also school-financing practices discussed in the research paper. As it
has already been mentioned, the majority of primary schools were state-supported.
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Secondary schools were awarded grants from the state and the total sum of money
of those grants was in proportion to the numbers of Jewish population. But this
funding was meant only for those schools, which had classes as big as 25 students
in each of them; besides, the school maintenance system and students’ proficiency
level mattered a lot. For all these reasons, there were schools which used to regu-
larly get financial support whereas others seldom had a chance to receive any of it
which did not by any way add to the improvement of their material situation. Jew-
ish schools in Lithuania were also supported by the Jewish people living abroad.

As stated by head of the Department of Semitic Studies at Vytautas Magnus
University Nachman Sapyro, the Jewish school pursued two main objectives. The
first one was to educate Jewish children as loyal citizens of the country. The sec-
ond one was to provide all education in the national tradition. The content of edu-
cation in Jewish schools was conditioned by the direction of education in a sepa-
rate school.

At the beginning of the third decade of the century there were three subjects in
Jewish primary schools that were treated as national ones. They were the mother
tongue, the Bible and History of the Jews. In secondary schools these national
subjects were religion, Jewish literature and history (which started as a separate
subject at the beginning and got integrated into other subjects later on). There was
a lot of importance given to the presentation of the historical past of the nation.
National education also found its forms and ways of expression in extracurricular
activities: different hobby groups, lectures, meetings with celebrated personalities.
Civic education at schools was emphasized during special festive activities on na-
tional holiday days, anniversary celebrations, excursions to factories, museums,
exhibition halls, and by funds raising actions for enriching the Arms Fund or initi-
ating the building of special monuments. It seems that the Jewish community’s
priority was national education but, due to different motifs, the civic education
received no less significance.

In Chapter Three, "The Lithuanian Polish School”, the changes of the net-
work of Polish primary schools are discussed first of all. In the period of World
War I a lot of Polish schools were founded which were attended by Lithuanian
children as well. The founders of those schools were Polish-biased landlords and
clergymen (though they were Lithuanians by birth). Towards the end of World
War I, some Lithuanian children left Polish schools for Lithuanian ones, and, as a
result of this, the number of Polish schools decreased. At the beginning of 1920
there were 20 Polish schools in Lithuania, in 1923 - 30 schools and in the January
of 1926 there were 24 Polish schools left, but the number of children who attended
Polish primary schools got reduced by nearly one third. The main reason for that
was the commitment of the government of Christian democrats to check the na-
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tionality of the children at schools with the aim of expelling from Polish schools
those children in the passports of whose parents the nationality was indicated as
”Lithuanian”. Though the Poles in Lithuania considered that group of population
to be Polish, the government of Lithuania viewed them as Polish-biased Lithuanians
and wanted them to remain Lithuanian. In the period under discussion there also
functioned some mixed Lithuanian-Polish primary schools.

With the change of the socio-political situation in Lithuania, when after the
election the power got into the hands of national peasants and social democrats,
there were more Polish schools founded, and their total number grew up to 91
(instead of former 24) in 1926. The Polish Education Society "Pochodnia”, on the
new government’s approval, started founding new schools and appealing to
Lithuanians and other nationalities children for attending Polish schools in return
for some material support. Those actions received a lot of protests from the
Lithuanian population. That question was even discussed in the Seimas. After the
coup d’etat of 17 December 1926 the new education authorities began to hurriedly
check the schools of ”"Pochodnia”. The children who were found of Lithuanian
origin in those schools were told to leave and start attending Lithuanian school; the
teachers without the necessary qualification standards were asked to leave their
jobs. Those were the two main reasons why the number of Polish primary schools
started decreasing again beginning with the autumn of 1927. That process contin-
ued for several years: in 1931 there were 15 Polish primary schools, in 1937 - 11,
and in 1940 - only 9. The main reason of that was the procedure of checking the
children’s nationality according to the passport data. Under those circumstances,
the society "Pochodnia” started founding their new schools in secret, and in 1935
there were as many as 40 of them. It should be noted that beginning with 1937 all
Polish primary schools were exceptionally private societies-supported.

In the dissertation there is a study done of the activity of three Polish private
gymnasium schools. There is also a mention made of two not so well-known schools:
the junior gymnasium in TelSiai which functioned from 1919 to 1925 with some
short periods of closing, and the Kaunas gymnasium No 3, which was a state school
with the Polish language as the medium of instruction. Beginning with 1931, the
school started gradually becoming the Lithuanian one and the Polish language
remained as only one of the subjects taught in it.

The above mentioned Polish gymnasium type schools were founded in 1919.
The numbers of children attending them were bigger at the beginning, with some
gradual decrease later on: there were 1210 children in it in 1923, 606 in 1931, and
only 350 in 1940. Again, two main reasons for the changes could be pointed out.
Firstly, the parents were not inclined to send their children to private schools as
those schools did not enjoy as much rights as the state schools. Secondly, the chil-
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dren whose at least one parent was of Lithuanian nationality according to the law
were not allowed to attend schools of national minorities. As the authorities of
Polish gymnasiums did not intend to obey those requirements, on the basis of the
minister of education K. Jokantas’ order of 14 June 1940, the Panevézys and
Ukmergé Polish gymnasiums were closed.

The Polish national minority did a lot to educate their children in the national
spirit. This aim was being achieved consistently and methodically through the fol-
lowing channels and sources: teaching the history and geography of Poland, study-
ing biographies of famous Polish statesmen, using the textbooks that had been
published in Poland, presenting the treatment of historical events from the point of
view of the official Polish government’s outlook. With the growing tension in the
relationships between Lithuania and Poland, that kind of activity was treated as
unfavourable or even hostile to the Lithuanian state.

Chapter Four, ”The German National Minority School”, emphasizes that there
were a lot of German schools founded in Lithuania in the years of World War I,
and the schools were attended not only by German but by Jewish and Lithuanian
children as well. Towards the end of the war and right after it, a lot of children of
other nationalities left the German schools as they chose to attend their national
schools. As a result, the number of German schools got steadily smaller: there
were 37 schools in 1919, 23 in 1922, and only 14 in 1926. The education policy of
the Christian democrats who tried to prevent Lithuanians from attending other
national minorities schools was another factor in those processes. In the autumn of
1926, under the rule of national peasants and social democrats, the number of
German schools went up to 22. But after the coup d’etat, the national party again
started strictly checking the nationality of children, and the number of German
schools went down again. (There were 18 schools in 1929, 14 in 1934 and 9 schools
in 1940). In the period of two decades the number of German primary schools
went down by approximately three times and the number of children attending
them - by approximately four times. It should be pointed out that the majority of
schools were supported by the Lithuanian German Cultural Union, and the rest
schools were state-supported. There were also some mixed Lithuanian-German
state-supported schools.

The Lithuanian officials maintained that German primary schools were founded
not just for educational but rather for political reasons. Those new schools first of
all tried to attract evangelists Lutherans (the so-called ”German religion” children).
The German Cultural Union did not approve of that policy of the government that
is why both the sides felt some constant tension present.

Further on in our investigation we discuss secondary schools. The German
gymnasium in Kaunas was founded in 1920 and closed in the spring of 1941 when
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the Germans left anew the then called Soviet Union. There are also tendencies in
the change of student number as well and the reasons for the change and sources of
funding of schools discussed in the dissertation. The opinions of the Ministry of
Education officials are presented, too, about the process of education, which in its
essence was evaluated favourably.

The junior gymnasium in Siauliai which functioned there from 1922 to 1935 was
one of the smallest in Lithuania (the biggest number of students in it was 48, 18 of
them being Jewish). The Lithuanian German Cultural Union tried to keep this school
but because of the small number of students finally the junior gymnasium was
closed on the Union’s initiative.

There was another junior gymnasium founded in Kybartai in 1926, which had
a larger number of students but in the end it was also closed as the number of
students got gradually smaller. (There were 101 students in 1932, 38 students in
1936, 25 students in 1937, but in 1939 there were not enough students left even to
open one separate class.) One of the reasons why the number of students got so
drastically small was related to Prussian schools which were attended by the Ger-
man students who lived close to the border.

There are some facts available which say that Lithuanian German schools used
to receive support from Germany.

Chapter Five, ”Russian Comprehensive School”. The analysis of the develop-
ment of Russian primary schools in Lithuania makes it possible to state that the
pace for founding Russian schools was somewhat slower in comparison with other
national minorities schools. The main reason, possibly, was lack of organizational
skills. In 1919 there were 3 primary schools, in 1922 - 5, in the autumn of 1926 -
16, in 1932 - 7, and in 1938 - 4 primary schools. The above data allow us to draw
the conclusion that the greatest number of Russian schools was founded under the
rule of national peasants and social democrats. Most of those newly founded schools
were functioning in Kaunas and Siauliai, as well as Utena and Rokiskis. The ma-
jority of Russian primary schools were supported by the municipalities, some of
them were supported by different societies, and some of them used to get financing
from the Ministry of Education. By the way, the archival materials do not give
evidence about any Russian initiatives to improve their situation of education. The
most common wishes were to teach Russian as a separate subject and also to teach
religion in Russian; in some rare cases - there was a wish to establish a Russian
section in the Lithuanian primary school.

After World War I quite a lot of population in Lithuania spoke Russian. There
were parallel classes opened in the Panevézys gymnasium with Russian as the
language of instruction. Different nationalities studied there: Russians, Poles,
Lithuanians. But the majority of students were Jewish, who having come back
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from Russia knew neither their own language, nor Lithuanian. These parallel classes
were opened in 1919, and there were some 400 children studying there at a time.
With time, the students, when they learnt their own languages, joined their national
schools, and in 1928 there were no more paralel classes left.

The majority of students in the Russian gymnasium in Kaunas which was founded
in 1920 were also Jewish (in separate years their percentage was as high as 67 per
cent of all the students). But in the fourth decade when the total number of students of
the school considerably decreased the majority of them were students of the Russian
nationality. As the school’s financing was a constant problem, gradually the school
became a Lithuanian-biased one. In the spring of 1940 the Russian gymnasium was
closed when the last students in the 7th form completed their course.

In Chapter Six, ”The Latvian School in Lithuania”, the development of Latvian
primary schools is discussed in the first place. The analysis of primary sources
makes us think that changes in the number of Latvian school had their own pecu-
liarities. In the third decade the number of Latvian schools that functioned in North-
ern Lithuania was steadily going down: there were 11 schools in 1919, 9 schools in
1925, 8 schools in 1929, and only 6 in 1931, but the number went up to 11 later on,
and, beginning with 1933, there were 13 Latvian schools steadily functioning on a
regular basis. At the end of the fourth decade there were more Latvian primary
schools than Polish, German or Russian ones though the Latvian national minority
was considerably smaller than the above mentioned ones. This fact can only be
accounted for by a peculiar type of government policy towards the Latvian minor-
ity: there was a School Convention signed between the governments of Lithuania
and Latvia on 25 January 1931 which spoke about privileges applied to Lithuanian
schools in Latvia and Latvian schools in Lithuania. Though the government of
Latvia stopped following that Convention in 1937, the statements of the document
could still be felt in action. It is only obvious that the Ministry od Education of
Lithuania did not favour the fact of Lithuanian children attending Latvian schools,
and for this reason the number of Latvian schools was down kept so as not to grow.

There was only one Latvian junior gymnasium founded in Joniskis in 1921 where
approximately some 20-40 children studied at that time. In 1931 the junior gymna-
sium moved to Zeimelis which was the centre of Latvian activity in Lithuania. The
reason for moving may have been the bigger Latvian population there. But the school
situation remained the same: a comparatively small number of students, constant
lack of financing, poor material conditions, low educational standards. The school
could not be saved even by the support of the Ministry of Education, and in 1938 the
junior gymnasium was closed because of the small number of students.

In Chapter Seven, ”The Belarus School”, it is stated that the first Belarus schools
appeared in Lithuania during the years of World War 1. The majority of those
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schools got into the hands of Poles when Vilnius region was occupied by Poland.
In the period under discussion in Eastern Lithuania there was commonly one or
two primary schools functioning with some inconsiderable intervals. At first there
was a school in Trakai district and later on - in Vievis (which was closed in 1927).
There were also attempts made at certain periods to found more schools but it was
impossible to get enough children of Belarus nationality.

CONCLUSION

1. Restoration of the Lithuanian Statehood at the beginning of XXth century
created favourable conditions for the Lithuanian national school to shape and de-
velop, with the schools of Lithuanian national minorities shaping and developing
simultaneously.

2. With the aim of granting equal rights to all nationalities in Lithuania, the
Founding Seimas made a decision that the schools of national minorities should
guide their activities by the Common Educational Law.

3. The activity of schools of national minorities was organised according to
common regulations among which these were the main ones:

3.1. Primary schools were supported by the municipalities and Ministry of Edu-
cation; but the right to found private schools was also granted in the areas
with the numbers of students smaller than indicated in the documents of
educational law;

3.2. junior gymnasium and gymnasium type of schools were private, not state-
supported;

3.3. the societies that founded junior gymnasiums and gymnasiums were in full
responsibility for the financing and maintenance conditions, and the state
provided only some grants to the schools, in proportion to the size of the
particular national minority;

3.4. there was an exceptional attention given to the state language - all teachers
had to know the Lithuanian language, the language of official documents
was Lithuanian and a few subjects had to be taught in the state - Lithuanian -
language;

3.5. a particular school had to serve the needs of the national minority for which it
was meant; mixed-nationality schools were avoided; other nationality chil-
dren could study in the Lithuanian language schools but Lithuanian children
were insistently encouraged to study only in the Lithuanian language schools;

3.6. it was demanded to prevent all possible activity directed against the inter-
ests of state and to concentrate on the civic education of students;

3.7. there were distinct attempts to make national education favourable on the
one hand but to avoid its overestimation on the other hand.
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4. Jews, as the major national minority in Lithuania, had the biggest number of
comprehensive schools and exceeded in percentage the Lithuanian population.
Starting with the third decade, the number of their primary schools was steadily
more than 100, and the general number of junior gymnasiums and gymnasiums
usually varied from 20 to 30.

5. In the period between World Wars I and II there were constantly functioning
3 Polish gymnasiums. The number of primary schools change in relation to the
political situation: in 1926, under the rule of national peasants and social demo-
crats, their number increased up to 91, and under the national party this number
went down to 9, as there was a strict regulation which allowed only Polish children
to attend Polish schools.

6. On the initiative of Lithuania’s Germans there was one gymnasium and two
junior gymnasiums founded. The two junior gymnasiums were closed because of
the lack of students. The majority of German primary schools were situated in
Western Lithuania, close to the Prussian border. Because of the nationality checks
and limitations, when Lithuanians were not allowed to attend other than Lithuanian
schools, the number of German schools decreased from 37 in 1919 to 9 in 1940.

7. There was a gymnasium in Kaunas for educating children of the Russian
national minority. At the end of the fourth decade due to financial difficulties the
gymnasium was reorganized into a Lithuanian gymnasium. There were Russian
classes in the Panevézys Lithuanian gymnasium for some time. The primary Rus-
sian schools were not numerous either (from 3 to 11), as the spread of Russian
population was not compact.

8. There was only one Latvian junior gymnasium. It was closed due to a small
number of students. Differently from the rest national minorities, the number of
Latvian primary schools increased in the fourth decade. It was influenced by the
1931 Lithuanian-Latvian School Convention.

9. There was one or two Belarus primary schools functioning with some inter-
vals in Eastern Lithuania up to 1927.

10. The state policy in the domain of education of national minorities was not
stable, as it had direct relationship to the views of the parties in power. In the
middle of the third decade, when the Christian democrats came to power, they
started strictly regulating the activity of the schools of national minorities. In the
period of power of national peasants and social democrats there were abolished
some former limitations and restrictions to national minorities. After coup d’etat of
1926, the national party continued the policy of Christian democrats and the rights
of national minorities got more and more limited.

National minorities were far from happy about the situation of their education
and they constantly criticized it.
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PE3IOME

HNIKOJIA HAITHOHAJIbHDbIX
MEHDIIIHHCTB B JINTBE B 1918-1940 I'T.

B nmawame XX B., mocJie BOCCTAHOBJIEHUST TocyZapcTBeHHOCTH B JIuTBe,
ObLITN CO3/IAHBI YCJIOBUS [T (DOPMHUPOBAHNS JIUTOBCKOW HAIIMOHAJIBHON TITKOJIBI.
OnHoBpeMeHHO B JITBe (hOPMIPOBAIACD U TITKOJIA HAIMOHATLHBIX MEHBITHCTB.

Crpemsich y3aKOHUTb PaBEHCTBO BceX HalMOHaabHOCcTel B JIuTBe,
Yupeaureabuuii CeiiM IOCTAHOBUJI, YTO IIKOJIbI HAIIMOHAIBHBIX MEHBINNHCTB
JIOJKHBI PYKOBOJICTBOBATHCS OOIIUM 3aKOHOM O TTPOCBEIIEHUH.

[lesTeIbHOCTD IIKOJI HAIlMOHAJbHBIX MEHBIIMHCTB Obljla OPTaHU30BaHA
B COOTBETCTBUU C OOIIUMH ITOCTAHOBJIEHUSIMU, BaKHEWIINE U3 KOTOPBIX
CJIe/TyIOIIHe:

a)

6)

B)

r)

jiy)

e)

xK)

HayvaJIbHbIE IITKOJIbI COAEPKAIICH CAMOYITPABIECHUSMEI U MUHUCTEPCT-
BOM MPOCBEIIeHUs, HO OBLIO IMPEIOCTABIEHO MPABO YUPEKIATH
YACTHBIE IIKOJIBI B TEX MECTaX, I/l€ YIEHUKOB ObLIO MEHbBIIE, YeM
MIPeyCMATPUBAJIN 3aKOHBI O TIPOCBEIEHNN;

MIPOTMMHA3UN U TUMHA3WK ObLIN HE TOCYAapCTBEHHBIE, 4 YACTHBIE;
3a MarepuajbHOE COCTOSHME MTPOTMMHA3UI W TMMHA3UI OTBEYATN MX
VUPEIUTEIH, & TOCYAPCTBO JABAJIO TIKOJIAM TIOCOOUS, BEJIMINHA KOTOPhIX
6bLTA TIPOITOPITMOHAJIBHA BEJIIMUIHE TOTO HAIMOHAIBHOTO MEHDBIIIMHCTBA,;
60JIbIII0E BHUMAHKE yIE/SJI0Ch TOCYIapCTBEHHOMY SI3bIKY - BCE YUH-
TeJIsT JOJKHBI ObLIM 3HATH JUTOBCKUI SI3BIK, ITKOJIBHOE IEJIOTPO-
M3BOJICTBO BEJIOCh HA JIMTOBCKOM SI3bIKE, HECKOJIBKO JUCI{UIIINH
JIOJUKHBI OBIIM TPEMOJaBaTbCs HA TOCYAAPCTBEHHOM SI3BIKE -
JINTOBCKOM;

NIKOJIa JOJIKHA CJAYXHTh UHTEpPecaM TOTO HAIMOHAJbHOTO
MEHBIIIMHCTBA, KOTOPOE €€ yUPEIUIO, U TeM CAMbBIM HCKJIOYAJIOCh
cO3/laHre CMeIIaHHbIX IIKOJI; WHOS3bIYHbIE MOTJH YUYUTHCS B
JINTOBCKOM IIKOJIE, HO B TO K& BpeMsi yué0y JINTOBIEB B MIKOJAX
HAIMOHAIHHBIX MEHBIINHCTB CTAPAJNCh OTPAHNYNTD BCEMU BO3MOJK-
HBIMHI CITOCOOaMU;

TPe6OBAJIOCH MTPECEKATh YCTPAHSATh BCTPEYABIINECS B IIKOJIAX AHTH-
roCy/JJlapCTBEHHbBIE MPOSIBJIEHUSI W COCPEJIOTOYNUTh BHUMAHUE Ha
BOCIIUTAHUU T'PAKIAHCTBEHHOCTH Y YIEHUKOB,;

B IIKOJIAX MEHBIIMHCTB CO3/aBAJUCh YCJIOBUS [JisI HAIIMOHAJIBHOTO
BOCITUTAHUST YIEHUKOB, HO B TO JK€ BPEMSI CO CTOPOHBI ITPABUTEIHCTBA
6bLI0 JKeJtanve n36eKaTh MPUAAHNS eMy 3HAYUTETbHOCTH.
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B miporieHHTHOM OTHOIIEHUH HAar6OoJIblIlee KOJMUECTBO 00IIe06pasoBaTe ib-
HBIX TTKOJI GbLIO Y eBPelCKOro HAIMOHAJIHHOTO MEHBbINUHCTBA. B Havame
20 TO/OB YMCJIO TAaKUX HAYAJbHBIX MIKOJ TOCTOSHHO 1peBbimanio 100, a
o6lilee YMCJI0 TPOrUMHA3Ui U ruMHa3uil Kosebanoch ot 20 no 30.

B MesxBoeHHbBIH TIepHOo/] TIOCTOSIHHO JIEHCTBOBAU 3 TTOJbCKUE TUMHA3UN.
Uucao HavadbHBIX MIKOJ Kojebanoch. B 1926 r., B mepuon npaBjeHus
BAJIbCTUEYIO JITYJAMHUHKOB U COIUAJI-/IEMOKPATOB, UX YUCJIO YBEJIUYUIOCH
10 91, a mocJie TOro, Kak TAyTHHUHKY HAYAJIU CTPOTO TPeGoBaTh, YTOOBI 3TU
IIKOJIbI TTOCENIATM TOJBbKO Te [T, Y POJAUTEsel KOTOPBIX B MACHOpTax
6bLTa YKa3aHA HAIMOHAJIbHOCTD - MOJISIK, YUCJIO MIKOJ YMEHBIINIOCH /10 9.

[To muunuaTvBe JUTOBCKUX HEMIEB ObLIM yupexzieHbl 1 rumHasusi u
2 nmporumHasun. M33a negobopa mereit o6e TpOrUMHA3UK ObLINA 3aKPbBITHI.
BosabmuHcTBO HaYaJbHBIX MIKOJ PAa3MECTUJIOCh B 3alaiHoN yacTu JIUTBDI,
B npurpanunube c IIpyccueil. Tak kak HeMIlaMU CUUTAJNCh TOJbBKO Te, B
YbUX MACHOPTaX GbLIA COOTBETCTBYIOIIAS 3AMKCh, TO HE UMEIOIINE €€ YUeHUKU
HEMETKUX HAYATbHBIX TITKOJT TOJLKHBI ObLIN MTEPEXOINTD B JTUTOBCKHE TITKOJIDI.
[ToaToMy YHC/IO HEMEIKUX HAYaJ bHBIX IIKOJ yMeHbimioch ¢ 37 (1919 r.)
109 (1940 r.)

[l1s1 o6pasoBanust pyccKux jieTeil 6bLaa OTKpbITa ruMHasus B Kaynace.
B xonie TpuALATBIX TOAOB M3-32 (PUHAHCOBBIX TPY/IHOCTEH MHUIUATOPDI
CO3/IaHMS NIKOJIbl PEOPTaHU30BaIN eé B JIUTOBCKYIO TuMHa3uio. Hekoropoe
BpeMms B [laneBeskuce, B JIMTOBCKOHN I'MMHa3UH, JIeHCTBOBAJIN PYCCHUE KJIACCHI.
HavanbHbIX KO Takxke 661710 HeMuoro (ot 3 10 11), Tak Kak Joau pyCCKoOi
HAIIMOHAJIBHOCTU HE TIPOKUBAJIUA KOMIIAKTHO.

B JlutBe nefictBoBasia eMHCTBEHHAS JATBIICKasA MporuMuasus. 113-3a
MAaJIOTO KOJIMYECTBA yUalIuXcsl 03:Ke OHA 3aKPblIack. B otymune ot Apyrux
HAIIMOHAJBHBIX IMIKOJI, B TPHUAINATBIX r0JaX KOJUYECTBO JATBIIICKUX
HauyaJIbHBIX IIKOJI yBeanyuaochb. Ha aTo nosJusna noanucantas JIntsoi n
JlatBueil B 1931 r. KOHBEHIUS MIKOJI.

B Bocrounoii yactu Jlutser 1o 1927 r. ¢ nepepbiBamu jeiicrBoBaiu 1 -
2 6es0pycCKue HAYaJbHbIE MIKOJIBI, TAK KaK 6eJIOPYCOB ObIIO OYEHD MAJIO.

TFocynapcTBenHast HOJUTUKA B OTHOIIEHUY 06PA30BAHNS HAIIMOHAJIBHBIX
MEHBITUHCTB TIOCTOSIHHO WM3MEHSJIACh, TaK KaK €& OIpeJessiii B3TJIs/Ibl
6biBIneil y Biaactu naptuu. B cepenune 20 ro/ioB KPUKITYUOHUC JEMOKPATDI
HauajJ M CTPOKE PErJaMeHTUPOBATh JIEATEJBHOCTh IIKOJ HAIMOHAJbHBIX
MEHBIIUHCTB. B mepuoz mpapjeHus BaJICTHEUIO JISYIUHUHKOB U COIMAJ-
JIEMOKPATOB GbLIH YIIPA3/IHEHbI HEKOTOPbIE OrPAHUYEHUS [IJIST HAIIMOHATBHBIX
mkosa. Ilocse mepesopora 1926 r. TayTMHUHKHM TPOJOJIKANUA TOJUTHKY
KPUKITYNOHIO JIEMOKPATOB.
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HaHI/IOHaJII)HbIG MEHbUIMHCTBA ObLIN HEYAOBJIETBOPEHDBI COCTOAHUEM
OépaSOBaHI/IH 1 TTOCTOAHHO €T0 KPUTHUKOBAJN.
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